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became very strong. But, not knowing their language, what was
I to talk with them about? I wished to learn their language with
the help of books, but could not do so. For I had busied myself
with work there, and knowing that I had to spend six years in
jail, I had thought that I would learn to converse with these
denizens of the sky after completing the study of the Upanishads
which I had undertaken.

But I was destined to be a witness to the death of Chitta-
ranjan1 and so did not remain in Yeravda as long as I would
have been happy to. The God who rules our fate sent me out,
providing a reason in my illness, and so I remained without the
knowledge of the solar system. I envy Shri Shankerlal, for, a book
in hand, he had started every night making the acquaintance of
the stars. I have before me an illustration, in a handwritten news-
paper, of how one may enjoy learning this subject; I quote from
it here:2

If the reader would taste the joy described in this passage,
let him look at the sky on a cloudless night. If he is altogether
ignorant about the planets, he would be in the same plight as I
am. Let him come out of it without delay. He should get hold
of a book which will teach him astronomy interestingly, and go
through it. If necessary, he may write to the Gujarat Vidyapith
to inquire from where he may order it. If he does not get the
required information from that source, or is told that no such
book is available, he may stop contributing money to the Vidya-
pith if he has been doing so. If, on the other hand, he succeeds
in finding the book, he should contribute something now even
in case he has hitherto contributed nothing.

[From Gujaraii]
Navajivan, 5-7-1925

21L   MY NOTES

" DESHBANDHU'S LAST JOURNEY

The scriptures say that, as a man abandons an old house and
goes to live in a new one, so the atman dwelling in a body aban-
dons it when it grows old, builds another and lives in that. As
one does not feel happy when leaving one's old house, because of
long association with it, likewise the soul is not happy when leav-

1G. R, Das

*The passage is not translated here.